This book provides five sample exams of 90 questions each, with answers and a brief explanation on facing pages, most questions addressing bare facts rather than application of knowledge or decisionmaking. The content is principally anaesthesia, intensive care and some relevant basic sciences, and is probably more useful for alerting readers to where their knowledge is thin than facilitating deep learning.
All questions are the true/false type, whereas the comparable examination in Australasia uses mostly "one best answer" type questions in which the options exist on a continuum of correctness, requiring candidates to choose the most correct response. Neither is easy to write well, but a common difficulty for writers of the type here is ensuring the responses are unambiguously right or wrong. Is it strictly correct that 90% of hypothyroid patients are women?
There This text has acquired a significant following since its first edition was published. It is very useful to have a wide-ranging discussion of topics which can be related to a specific case. After all, that is the nature of a viva voce examination. On occasion the jump of topic within the discussion of a particular problem is considerable-the only mention of physiological changes in open vs laparoscopic cholecystectomy is during a discussion of treatment options for a patient with carcinoma of the prostate. I believe that a text of this type needs good cross referencing in its index so that it is possible to access comments on a specific topic not covered as a separate case. In those terms, the existing index is only partially successful. This work does not cover every type of case that may be encountered by the anaesthesiologist. It does reflect the considerable body of expertise to be found in Cornell University Medical College and a few other North American institutions. As such, its approach to problems is broader in scope than that commonly seen in Australia and New Zealand. The linking of basic sciences to clinical practice is to be commended and reflects the format of training in the United States. This is a useful text for trainees working towards the final examination as long as they accept that the incidence of problems as presented here is not a reflection of their occurrence during normal clinical work. As well, the approaches to clinical anaesthesia are those of Dr Yao's contributors. There are other ways of managing some of the cases. I enjoyed my browse through the book and learnt a lot. This small book is intended as a revision or cramming book. Only the topics which are deemed to be of high importance to anaesthetists are included in the 176 pages. The aim is to make a picture do for many words. Unfortunately this aim is largely unsuccessful. 591 BOOK REVIEWS Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. 28, No. 5, October 2000 
